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In  1990,  the  Port  of  Boston,  New  England's  gateway  to  the  international  market  place, 
handled  over  21  million  tons  of  cargo,  an  8.6  percent  increase  over  1989.  The  public 
terminals  owned  and  operated  by  the  Massachusetts  Port  Authority  handled  record-breaking 
container  tonnage  of  1,045,431  tons,  a  3.5  percent  increase.  Containerized  exports  increased 
by  11  percent  to  379,904  tons. 

Along  with  the  increase  in  cargo  volume,  1990  marked  four  major  milestones  for  the  Port  of 
Boston: 

o        A  new  four-year  labor  contract  between  the  Boston  Shipping  Association  and 
the  International  Longshoremen's  Association; 

o        Expansion  of  the  regional  market  to  the  Midwest  via  rail; 

o        Investment  in  gate  and  terminal  infrastructure; 

o        Creation  of  the  New  England  Shippers'  Advisory  Council  representing  the 
major  users  of  the  Port  of  Boston. 

The  Port  of  Boston  is  vital  to  the  health  of  the  New  England  economy,  employing  over  8,400 
people  as  terminal  operators,  stevedores,  truckers,  brokers,  and  longshoremen.  The  port's 
marine  terminals  ensure  that  Massachusetts  can  be  an  effective  competitor  in  international 
markets,  connecting  our  region  to  the  trade  routes  of  Europe,  Asia,  Latin  America,  and 
Canada.  Ships  calling  Boston's  terminals  provide  direct  service  to  ports  around  the  world, 
while  feeder  service  is  provided  several  times  weekly  to  the  ports  of  Halifax  and  New  York. 

Current  world  events  and  the  state  of  the  regional,  national,  and  international  economy 
continue  to  create  a  precarious  economic  climate  for  port  business.  Our  goals  for  1991  are 
to: 

o        Maintain  competitive  costs; 

o        Continue  to  upgrade  our  terminals; 

o        Improve  road  and  rail  access; 

o        Increase  the  public  awareness  of  the  role  of  the  port. 

Massport  has  made  a  major  commitment  to  the  working  port  to  improve  road  and  rail 
connections.  We  are  proud  of  the  port's  record  in  1990  and  are  pleased  to  share  this 
information  with  you.  If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like  further  information  about  the 
Port  of  Boston,  please  contact  the  Maritime  Department  at  617/973-5354. 

Anne  D.  Ay  1  ward 
Maritime  Director 


TOTAL  PORT  TRADE 

In  1990,  the  Port  of  Boston  handled  21,919,987  tons  of  cargo  worth  more  than  $8 
billion. 
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ECONOMIC  IMPACT 

Over  8,400  people  are  employed  in  jobs  directly  relating  to  the  Port  of  Boston's 
maritime  activities.  Among  these  employees  are  terminal  operators,  stevedores, 
longshoremen,  brokers,  and  truckers.  Also  included  are  employees  of  industries 
which  import  or  export  cargo  via  the  port's  facilities,  such  as  manufacturing  firms. 
The  payroll  and  benefits  of  these  employees  totaled  over  $198  million  after  personal 
income  taxes.  In  addition,  these  8,400  employees  paid  over  $41  million  in  state  and 
local  income  taxes  in  1990. 


GENERAL  CARGO 


In  1990,  1,120,209  tons  of  waterborne  general  cargo,  valued  at  more  than  $4  billion, 
was  handled  at  the  public  terminals  owned  and  operated  by  Massport,  93  percent  of 
which  was  shipped  in  containers  on  regularly  scheduled  direct,  barge,  and  feeder 
shipping  lines. 

General  cargo  refers  to  commodities  handled  in  individual  units.  General  cargo  can 
be  further  divided  into  breakbulk  and  container  cargo.  Breakbulk  is  cargo  that  is  not 
packed  into  containers,  but  rather,  shipped  individually.  Examples  of  the  types  of 
breakbulk  cargo  handled  in  the  Port  of  Boston  include  automobiles,  plywood,  and 
machinery.  Commodities  that  are  packed  into  containers  are  classified  as  container 
cargo. 

The  port's  three  public  terminals,  owned  and  operated  by  Massport,  are  general  cargo 
terminals.  These  terminals  are: 

o     Moran  Container  Terminal  located  in  Charlestown  -  a  full  service  container 
terminal.  In  the  past  year  Massport  has  invested  $665,000  in  improving  and 
expanding  the  terminal; 

o     Conley  Terminal  located  in  South  Boston  -  handles  containers  and  automobiles. 
In  the  past  year  Massport  has  invested  $630,000  in  terminal  expansion 
programs  at  Conley; 

o     Harbor  Gateway  Terminal  in  South  Boston  -  home  to  the  port's  cruise  terminal. 
Harbor  Gateway  is  also  utilized  for  cement,  automobiles,  and  plywood  imports. 

Major  import  and  export  general  cargo  commodities  shipped  through  the  port  are: 
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EXPORT 


Automobiles  &  parts 
Aluminum  products 
Beer  «&  wine 
Canned  food  items 
Ceramic  tiles 
Fish  &  shellfish 


Footwear 

Furniture 

Hardware 

Paper 

Starches 


Abrasives 
Fish  &  products 
Fruits  &  berries 
Hides  &  skins 
Logs  &  lumber 


Toys  &  games  Machinery 


Metal  waste  &  scrap 
Paper  products 
Photo  equipment 
Resins  &  acids 
Sound  equipment 
Waste  paper 


BULK  CARGO 

Bulk  cargos  are  liquid  or  dry  commodities  that  are  piped  from  vessels  carrying  that 
particular  commodity.  These  terminals  are  privately  owned  and  operated.  The  major 
bulk  commodity  in  the  Port  of  Boston  is  petroleum.  Other  bulk  commodities  are 
cement,  gypsum,  liquid  natural  gas,  salt,  and  scrap  metal. 


CARGO  IN  THE  PORT  of  BOSTON 

(in  short  tons) 

1990  1989 

CONTAINERIZED  GENERAL  CARGO 

IMPORT                                             665,527  667,288 
EXPORT                                            379,904  342,870 

%  Change 

-0.3% 
10.8% 

Sub-total  containerized  cargo: 

1,045,431 

1,010,158 

3.5% 

NON-CONTAINERIZED  GENERAL  CARGO 

Automobile  imports  57,227 
Plywood  &  other  imports  17,551 

89,987 
8,025 

-36.4% 
118.7% 

Sub-total  non-containerized  cargo: 

/4,  /  /o 

98,012 

-23.7% 

TOTAL  GENERAL  CARGO 

1,120,209 

1  108  170 

1.1% 

BULK  CARGO 

Imports:  Petroleum  products 

Liquid  Natural  Gas 

Cement 

Salt 

Gypsum 
Other  Imports 
Exports:  Petroleum  products 
Scrap  metal 

15,918,265 
1,260,000 
453,390 
310,871 
173,677 
2,258 
2,204,055 
477,262 

14,504,935 

778  '^'^7 

332,309 
207,539 
186,621 
60,317 
2,344,247 
662,404 

9.7% 
61.9% 
36.4% 
49.8% 

-6.9% 
-96.3% 

-6.0% 
-28.0% 

TOTAL  BULK  CARGO 

20,799,778 

19,076,709 

9.0% 

TOTAL  PORT  of  BOSTON  CARGO 

21,919,987 

20,184,879 

8.6% 

VESSEL  ARRIVALS  IN  THE  PORT  of  BOSTON 

Fuel  barges 

Tankers  &  LNG  vessels 
Full  container  vessels 
Container  feeder  barges 
General  cargo  vessels 
Dry  bulk  vessels 
Passenger  vessels 

1,364 
450 
210 
171 
89 
59 
15 

1,531 
300 
202 
181 
74 
72 
13 

-10.9% 
50.0% 
4.0% 
-5.5% 
20.3% 
-18.1% 
15.4% 

CONTAINER  UNITS 

Container  Boxes 
Container  Teus 

80,685 
141,805 

81,685 
140,009 

1.3% 

Massport  Maritime  Department,  East  BIdg.  II,  Fish  Pier,  Northern  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02210 
617-973-5354  Telex  94-0365  Fax  617-973-5357 
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